USFWI NE

NORTHEAST REGION of United Society of Friends Women International

Shortened Spring Newsletter, March 2025

Panel of younger women who shared on a panel presentation at our Zoom Gathering

pliwell Jf NEYM

Nicole Bennett Fite, NYYM. Briana Halliwell, NEYM. Sussie Ndanyi,Nairobi YM. / Emily Provance, NYYM

Report of the Winter Zoom Gathering of USFWI Northeast Region held via Zoom on 22nd February.

We began our gathering with devotion led by Pastor Joyce Machaha of Nairobi Yearly Meeting. She shared
about the way Mary Magdelene had an encounter with Christ (Luke 8:2-3) which freed her from seven demons
and it changed her life so she became one of the disciples of Jesus. When other disciples fled, she stayed and
was first to meet Jesus after his resurrection. Joyce encouraged us to follow the Spirit even when it's difficult.

This was followed by a panel of younger women (pictured above), who shared on a theme of "Lifting up
Younger Women as they live into their sense of call". Emily asked each to share about their ministry and their
call, and then asked from whom they had received the encouragement to pursue their call.

Nicole shared how she had travelled in ministry to be among the Kurdish people in northern Syria. She spent
two years where there are cochairs of every government and organization structure, one woman and one
man! She was helped by the deep spirituality of Quakers. She is now enrolled in Emory Divinity School,
studying the spirituality of early Christian women.

Briana shared an encounter she had with Christ while she was a biology student at Guilford College. She felt
called by Christ to a ministry of witness- just being, to bridge between people and all of creation, to be a divine
channel of God's love. She continues to follow this eco ministry wherever she is. It was the support of her
mother, who flew to Guilford to anchor when Briana received this call from Christ, that helped Briana follow
her leading.

Sussie shared how she took Getry Agizah's place to attend a Quaker Leadership Conference in Richmond,
Indiana. While there, faculty of ESR encouraged her to stay and study there and get her Masters Degree. Upon
finishing, she returned to Kenya and has become the first woman of any denomination and the first Quaker to
be hired as Deputy General of NCCK (National Council of Churches of Kenya). It was the support of a Quaker
Institution, that gave her the encouragement to get a degree to enable her,as a woman to be accepted by the
leaders of Kenya. Many thanks were expressed for the sharing by these younger women

After the panel, we divided into small groups enabling everyone to share their own experiences, their own



leadings. For anyone who missed the event and wants to listen to the full tape recording, here is the link to
the recording:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/rec/share/L20Q2414EyBLWGd3xrmevnvV8xzbf7M mUnxYIx4LmDuTU8g03
OgAAw VFfAc0305.1vE3Tnz8wruiqOzt?startTime=1740235239000
Passcode: nNImEB1@

Important brief business meeting- Friday March 28

At our Zoom meeting in February, we did not have enough time to deal with three items:
1. Officially transferring the treasurer position from Kathryn Olsen of Sandwich Meeting, New England
YM to Christina Cassell of Collins Friends Church, in New York YM
2. Making plans for our spring/summer meeting or travels- visit Quebec women? or a zoom program
with a speaker?
3. Appointing a few more people as officers of our Region.

The one time that both Kathy and Christina are free to gather is Friday, 28th March at 10am.

If you cannot attend at that hour, we would love to have you send a note of suggestions and feedback
to Marian concerning any of these items. Here is the link to join.

Marian Baker is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting- Friday, March 28 at 10AM.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85943912859?pwd=JPkbnfeT9ZXOMcPmKQMV57LM4zIWJa.1
Meeting ID: 859 4391 2859

Passcode: Northeast

Joy during these changing times!

On Friday, 7th of March, women from seven different churches in our area came together to plan and
run a Women's World Day of Prayer Service. The program was written by Maori women from the
Cook Islands of the South Pacific. The theme was from Psalm 139: We are fearfully and wonderfully
made. We heard the stories of three women of the Cook Islands, a teenager who was frightened
when Covid hit her family, fearing some might die, and she would never see her new nephew who
was likely to be born soon, an older Maori woman who when she went to school was told she must
learn and speak only English and forget her mother language and culture, and a woman who was the
first female to become a medical doctor.- all of whom had had been helped by God in their difficult
situations. Then after reading the scripture and praying together, were told to greet whoever you were
sitting next to, share something good you see in that person, and tell them they are wonderfully made
by God. In our case, the Spirit of God caused us to spontaneously greet not just our neighbor, but to
go around to every woman in the room, sharing how each of us are unique and wonderfully made.
The one teenager amongst us shed tears of joy to see us, across all denominational and political
divides, lifting each other up.

We have had an increase of attenders of our local, hard-to-find rural meeting, since the lawsuit filed
by New England YM and other Quakers and joined by the Baptist churches (the branch in which
Jimmy Carter was active), and Sikhs in California, to keep all worship services as sanctuaries where
anyone can worship without fear of ICE officers from interrupting their services. On Sunday, | shared
about the World Day of Prayer event and said that all of us are wonderfully made and valued by God.
Three young women shared their gratefulness at finding a place where they could be welcomed after
having been fired so suddenly and unexpectedly from their professional jobs.

Meanwhile, encourage other women in your area by greeting them and telling them they are unique
and wonderfully made in the image of God. Perhaps God can use it to open doors of communication
with others?

Marian Baker, Weare NH Meeting, NEYM.
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