From Mount Toby Monthly Meeting May 12, 2025

Two monthly meetings in New England, objecting to the choice of UMass Amherst as a location
for Sessions 2025 because of the way UMass responded to peaceful protesters taking a stand
against funding the war in Gaza, have decided not to attend Sessions or to help fund our yearly
meeting for the coming year.

Mount Toby Monthly Meeting unites on the following statement:

We affirm the value of our connection and relationship with other Quaker communities in the
region. In these challenging times, we are convinced that we need each other now more than
ever. We are part of NEYM and affirm our continuing support of the yearly meeting. NEYM is us.
We affirm the good intentions of our clerks and staff in selecting UMass Amherst from a limited
list of location possibilities. We understand that it is too late to find another location for
Sessions 2025, and instead look to Spirit to guide us in other ways.

We are saddened by the withdrawal of two monthly meetings from community in NEYM for the
year, and we will miss their presence and voices at Sessions. We are also grateful to these
meetings for their thoughtful discernment of how to live our Quaker values in the face of our
country’s role in the ongoing atrocities in Gaza. Their witness has challenged us to consider
important questions: How do we value our connection with other NEYM Friends? Can we lean
into the realization that we share responsibility for violence and war? What new actions and
greater faithfulness to our shared values might emerge from this realization?

We long for our faith community to have greater courage to sit in discomfort and work through
conflict with one another. In our increasingly divided society, it is only in community that we can
discern how we can live in the virtue of that life and power that takes away the occasion of all
wars.
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