Northampton Friends Meeting Minute concerning UMass and NEYM

Northampton Friends Meeting has received and read Northeast Kingdom’s letter and Midcoast
Meeting’s minute protesting New England Yearly Meeting’s decision to hold annual sessions at
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. We respect the discernment and prayer that went into
their decisions and value the willingness of these Friends to bear witness and hold steady in
difficult but spirit-led decisions. At the same time, we are led to ask all Meetings in NEYM to
reflect on the importance of Quaker unity and mutual support considering the context and needs
of the present moment.

These Meetings’ concerns center on events in May 2024 when police violently arrested students
at UMass protesting the war in Gaza. They criticize both the violence at UMass and the decision-
making processes at NEYM. Despite our deep concerns over what happened at UMass, in this
moment of governmental attacks on universities and the autocratic strategy of splitting allies, we
feel led to support NEYM and to criticize UMass, but not refuse relations with them. The forces
of cruelty, inequality, autocracy, and oppression are loose in the land, and we need all of us to
work together to create a better way forward.

Northampton Friends is among the NEYM constituent monthly meetings geographically closest
to UMass. Some of us participated in last Spring’s protests for peace in Gaza and expressed our

distress over the use of police force and arrests to close down the encampment. There is much to
criticize, and the University itself has acknowledged some wrongdoing and amended some of its
practices.

NEYM’s relationship with the University of Massachusetts extends beyond hosting NEYM
Annual Sessions. Since 2016 UMass Special Collections and University Archives have skillfully
curated the archives of NEYM and have actively supported the Quaker Indigenous Boarding
School Research Group.

Over the past few months, cuts in federal funding for research, federal efforts to weaken diversity
initiatives, and federal attempts to control curricular content are significantly affecting UMass, as
they are also affecting colleges and universities across the nation. NEYM is itself a very visible
target for the administration because it faithfully sued as plaintiff in the freedom of worship case
challenging the federal government’s new policy to permit indiscriminate immigration
enforcement in houses of worship.

NEYM’s purpose and spirit, staff and structures, work to connect Quakers across the region in
ways that amplify and strengthen our voices and ministries. Northampton Friends Meeting urges
Friends across New England not to fracture our unity at this time, but to do what we each can to
support the structures, such as New England Yearly Meeting and colleges and universities as a
whole, that are working, however imperfectly, to protect American democracy and freedom of
worship and thought, and peace and justice throughout the world.
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